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Sitting By The Fire 
By Mike Riley 

The following poem by an unknown author reminds me of the parable of the talents found in 
Matthew 25:14-30. The one talent man could have at least given his employer a return on his 
investment, but he was so lazy he didn’t even do that. The one talent man was thus classified as an 
“unprofitable servant” (Matthew 25:30). 
The moral of the parable: Whatever talent we have that is not being used for the benefit of others 
and for God’s glory, is unprofitable. If we‘re not profitable, we are of no value to the Lord and will 
be considered as refuse to be cast into the fire (John 15:1-6; cf. Matthew 5:14-16). 
Sitting By The Fire 
“An old man sat by the open fire,   And dreamed the years away; 
While outside in the battle of life,  Many perished in the toils of day. 
He never did any good,  Nor did he ever do any wrong— 
He just sat by the open fire,  And dreamed, the whole day long. 
Now he’s left a vacant chair,  And they say he’s gone up higher, 
But if he still does what he used to do….  He’s still sitting by the fire.”
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Uniqueness Of The churches Of Christ 
By Mike Riley 

There’s something different and unique about the churches of Christ in your community — something that 
is worth investigating. These churches follow the New Testament teaching and pattern. They do not 
possess a “new” and “different” revelation. Nor are they able to know any “hidden” truths that other 
religious people do not teach. What do churches of Christ believe? 

1) Christ Is The Absolute Monarch – (Matthew 17:5; Matthew 28:18-20). 

Other religious groups wait for the decisions of their conference, synods, association, while members of the 
churches of Christ recognize Christ as the only absolute authority to settle any decision of the soul. 

2) These People Live Under Only One Religious Law Or Testament At A Time – (Jeremiah 31:31; 
Colossians 2:14; Hebrews 8:6-7; Hebrews 10:9). 

Since these passages teach that there was an “old law” and that there is a “new law,” it is to be recognized 
that the old law was nailed to the cross and that the new law of Christ is now in effect. To try to live under 
both laws is considered by Paul as spiritual adultery (Romans 7:1-4). 

3) These People Believe That One Can Become “Just A Christian” Without Being A Catholic Or 
Protestant – (Acts 11:26; Acts 26:28; 1 Peter 4:16). 

The early Christians were not “Catholic” or “Protestant” Christians, but rather they were just simply the 
“children of God” (Gal. 3:26), known as “Christians” (Acts 11:26) or “a Christian” (Acts 26:28; 1 Peter 
4:16) instead of being Gentiles or Jews (Gal. 3:28). Members of the churches of Christ believe it is still 
possible to obey all teachings of the Bible without belonging to any Protestant church or any Catholic 
church. 

4) These People Intend To Have A “Thus Saith The Lord” For All They Do And Say In The Worship 
And Work Of The Church 

Since the Bible declares that worshippers ought to sing (Ephesians 5:19; Colossians 3:16), pray (1 
Thessalonians 5:17), give of their money (1 Corinthians 16:2), eat the Lord’s Supper (Acts 20:7), and 
teach God’s Word (Matthew 28:18-20), these people known as the churches of Christ endeavor to do just 
that on each Lord’s day. 

Conclusion 

There is no other religious body in the world that teaches these four principles. Many religious groups 
teach some of these, but there is no religious group meeting that can consistently follow these four biblical 
principles and still maintain their identity as a denomination. 

If this is God’s truth, then we must follow it. If this is not the truth of God, then those who are members of 
the churches of Christ would appreciate your correcting them (by Scripture) where they are mistaken.

Prayer Requests This Week 

• Pray for all those with ongoing health ailments 

Communion Preparation 

• Sign up sheet for 2022 is in foyer 

• April - Rowell 

• May - Montgomery 

• June - Thrash 
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•

•

•

•

•

April Birthdays & Anniversary’s

• Lennon Joiner - 27th
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Sermon Notes 

Men to Serve 

Announcements/Opening Prayer - Shay Cooper 
Scripture Reading - John 19:38 - 42 
Lead Singing - Chuck Rowell 
Head of Lord’s Table - Don Potts 
Assist on Lord’s Table - Mark Potts 
Scripture Reading - John 19:25 - 30 
Closing Prayer - Rick Carlberg 
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